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ADVERTISEMENT. 
T is of no a gen- 


1 tle Reader, to you, any more 
than it is to Dr. s MIT H, that you 
ſhould know the name of the 
perſon, who now addreſſeth you. 
Your mind cannot be biaſſed, ei- 
ther way, by that, of which you 
remain ignorant. The remarks 
in the following pages are not 
therefore true, or falſe, becauſe 
I publiſh them, but 'I publiſh 
them, becauſe I think them to be 
true. Read, conſider, and de- 


ü termine for yourſelf. If you find 


no ſatis faction, throw the book 


into the fire; regret (but with mo- 
deration, as becometh a philoſo- _ 
pher) the loſs of your ſhilling, 
and take care not to loſe another, 
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If, on the 


in the ſame manner. 


contrary, you ſhould find ſatisfac- 
tion (and, it is humbly hoped, 


you will find a great deal) ne- 


glect not to communicate to 
others, what has thus been com- 
municated to you. Speak hand- 

ſomely of me, wherever you go, 
and introduce me to your kins- 

folk and acquaintance. The ene- 
mies of Religion are awake; let 
not her friends ſleep. 


intended a much longer work; 


| bat: like the learned editor of Mr. 
HUME's Life, am neceſſitated to 
« gratify, with all poſſible expe- 
dition, ©* the impatience of the 


„ public curioſity ;” ſo eager is it 


to hear, what they, who believe 
in Gp, can poſſibly have to ſay 

for themſelves. And if this will 

do the buſineſs, why ſhould you 


ADVERTISEMENT. iii 


be troubled with more? I am far 


from agreeing with Mr. voL- 


TAIRE, in all his obſervations. 


But there 1s one, in which it is 


impoſſible to diſagree with him. 
] have ſaid, and I abide by it,” 


cries the little hero, „that the 
« fault of moſt books is, their 
* being too large.” On review- - 


ing what I have written, I really 
cannot ſee there is occaſion to 
add another ſentence. 


. not cholen, for reaſons 
beſt known to myſelf, thus to 


make my appearance incog. I 


would certainly have fate for my 
picture, and have tried to caſt a 
look at my title page, as lively 
and good humoured, as that of 
Mr. nun himſelf. My book- 
ſeller, indeed, told me, it would 
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able way of doing the thing ; 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
have been a much more credit- 
« and then, you know, Sir,” 
ſaid he, we could have char 


the other fixpence.” 
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0 U tive been lately e 

in embalming a philoſopher; 
his body, I believe I muſt ſay; for con- 
cerning the other part of him, nei- 
ther you nor he ſeem to have enter- 


tained an idea, ſleeping or waking. 
3 Elſe, it ſurely might have claimed a 
2 little of your care and attention ; and 


one would think, the belief of the 
ſoul's exiſtence and immortality could 
do no harm, if it did no good, in a 
Theory of Moral Sentiments. But every 
gentleman underſtands: his own buſi- 
neſs beſt. 
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Will you do an unknown correſ- 
pondent the honour, Sir, to accept a 


few plain remarks, in a free and eaſy 


way, upon the curious letter to Mr. 


STRAHAN, in Which this ever memo- 
rable operation of embalming is per- 
formed ? Our Philoſopher's account 


of his own life will likewiſe be conſi- 


dered, as we go along. 


Truſt me, good Doctor, I am no 
bigot, enthuſiaſt, or enemy to hu- 


man learning Et ego in Arcadia —l 
have made many a hearty meal, in pri- 
vate, upon CICERO and VIRGIL, as 
well as Mr. Hunz“. Few perſons 
(though, perhaps, as Mr. nums ſays, 
upon a like occaſion, © I ought not 
« to judge on that ſubject“) have a 
quicker reliſh for the productions of 

genius, and the beauties of compoſi- 


* » 
ba 
\ LIE 
—— 
* * 
5 1 4 £ L 
. "I 
« as — A 
* 
N 
== 
3 
* 


* 
9 
> 
_—_- 

, 8 
3 
SL 
W 
We. 
N 

* 


Dx. ADAM SMITH. 3 
non. It is therefore as little in my 
intention, as it is in my power, to 


prejudice the literary character of 
your friend. From ſome of his wri— 
tings I have received great pleaſure, 


and have ever eſteemed his Hiſtory of 


England to have been a noble effort 
of Matter and Motion. But when a 


man takes it into his head to do miſ- 


chief, you mult be ſenſible, Sir, the 
Public has always reaſon to lament 


his being à clever fellow. 
I hope it will not be deemed vanity 


in me likwiſe to ſay, that I have in 


my compoſition a large portion of 
that, which our inimitable sHAK R- 


- SPEARE ſtyles, the milk of human kind- 
nes. I never knew what envy or ha- 
tred was; and am ready, at all times, 
to praiſe, wherever I can do it, 


in honour and conſcience, pavip, I 
* PER 


4 A LETTER TO 
doubt not, was, as you affirm, a ſo- 
cial agreeable perſon, of a convivial 
turn, told a good ſtory, and played 
well at c his favourite game of whift*.” 
I know not that joHN THE PAINTER 
did the ſame. But there is no abſur- 
dity in the ſuppoſition. If he did not, 
he might have done it Doctor, be 
not offended—I mean no harm. I 
I would only infer thus much, that 
I could not, on that account, bring 
myſelf abſolutely to approve his odd 
fancy of firing all the dock-yards 1 in 
the lin den 
Concerning the philo/ephical opinions 
of Mr. nun you obſerve f, that 
men will, no doubt, judge vari- 
« ouſly.” They are certainly at li- 
berty ſo to do, becauſe the author 
himſelf did the ſame. Sometimes, to 


0 ink, Kc. p. 43. 1 LIFE, Ke. p. 59. 


DR. ADAM SMITH. 
be ſure he eſteemed them ingenious, 
deep, ſubtile, elegant, and calculated 
to diffuſe his literary fame to the ends 
of the world. But, at other times, 
he judged very differently ; very much 
| fo, indeed. © I dine, ſays he, I play a 
game at back-gammon, I converſe, 
« and am merry with my friends; and 
when, after three or four hours 
« amuſement, I would return to theſe 
e ſpeculatious, they appear ſo cold, 
« ſo trained, and ſo ridiculous, that I 
« cannot find in my heart to enter 
ce into them any farther.” * Now, 
Sir, if you will only give me leave 
to judge, before dinner, of Mr. 
HUME's philoſophy, as he judged of 
* Treatiſe of Human Nature. I. 467. In the 
Poſtſcrpt to this Letter, a view will be exhi- 
bited of the xumian ſyſtem, taken exactly as 
it appeared to it's author at fix clock in the 
even ing. 
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66 A LETTER TO 


it after dinner, we ſhall have no far- 


ther diſpute upon that ſubject. 1 
could indeed wiſh, if it were poſſible, 
to have a ſcheme of thought, which 


would bear contemplating, at any 


time of the day; becauſe, otherwiſe, 
a perſon muſt be at the expenſe of 


maintaining a brace of theſe metaphy- 


ſical Hobby-Horſes, one to mount in 


the morning, and the other in the 


afternoon. 
After all, Sir, friend as I am to 


freedom of opinion (and no one liv- 
5 ing can be more ſo) Jam rather ſorry, | 


methinks, that men ſhould judge fo 
variouſly of Mr. nume's philoſophical 
ſpeculations. For ſince the deſign of 
them is to baniſh out of the world 


every idea of truth and comfort, ſal- 


vation and immortality, a future ſtate, 


and the providence, and even exiſt- 


* 
* 
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_ ence of 60D, it ſeems a pity, that 


we cannot be all of a mind about 
them, though we might have for- 


merly liked to hear the author crack 
a joke, over a bottle, in his life time. 


And I could have been well pleaſed 


to have been informed by you, Sir, 


that before his death, he had ceaſed 


to number among his happy effuſions 
tracts of this kind and tendency. 


For—(let me come a little cloſer to 


you, Doctor, if you pleaſe, upon this 
ſubject Don't be under any appre- 
henſions my name does not begin 


with a B—) Are you ſure, and can 
you make us ſure, that there really 


exiſt no ſuch things as a cob, and a 


future ſtate of rewards and puniſh- 
ments? If fo, all is well. Let us then, 
in our laſt hours, read LUCIAN, and 


: play at WHIST, and droll upon cha- 
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RON and his boat“; let us die as 
fooliſh and inſenſible, as much like 
our brother philoſophers, the calves 


of the field, and the aſſes of the de- 
fart, as we can, for the life of us. 


But—if ſuch things BE—as they moſt 


certainly AR E-Ils it right in you, Sir, 
to hold up to our view, as © perfectly 
„ wiſe and virtuous” , the character 
and conduct of one, who ſeems to have 
deen poſſeſſed with an incurable an- 
tipathy to all that is called RELIG10N ; | 
and who ſtrained every nerve to ex- 
plode, ſuppreſs and extirpate the ſpi- 
rit of it among men, that it's very 
name, if he could effect it, might no 
more be had in remembrance? Are 
we, do you imagine, to be reconciled 
to a character of this ſort, and fall 1 in 
love with it, becauſe it's owner was 2 


9 LIFE, &c. P- 47, et ſeq. 
Frier, &c. p. (2. 


Ds. ADAM SMITH. 9 
good company, and knew how to ma- 
nage his cards? Low as the age is 
fallen, I will venture to hope, it has 
grace enough yet left, to reſent ſuch 
_ uſage as this. 


Lou endeavour to entertain us with 
ſome pleaſant conceits that were ſup- 
poſed by Mr. num to paſs between 


himſelf and old cyaron. The phi- 
loſopher tells the old gentleman, that, 
he had been endeavouring to open 


cc the eyes of the Public ;” that he 
was correcting his works for a ne- 
« edition,” from which great things 


were to be expected; in ſhort, “ if 
« he could but live a few years lon- 
ce ger (and that was the only reaſon 


« why he would wiſh to do fo) he 


cc might have the ſatisfaction of ſeeing 


« the downfal of ſome of the prevail- i 


0 "my ſyſtems of Jann.” - 
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We all know, Sir, what the word 
SUPERSTITION denotes, in Mr. 
HUME's vocabulary, and againſt what 
Religion his ſhafts are levelled, under 
that name. But, Doctor SMITH, do 
you believe, or would you have us to 
believe, that it is CHARON, who calls 
us out of the world, at the appointed 
time? Doth not HE call us out of it, 
who ſent us into it? Let me, then, 
preſent you with a paraphraſe of the 
Wiſh, as addreſſed to nim, to whom 
it ſhould, and to whom alone, with 
any ſenſe and propriety, it can be ad- 
dreſſed.— Thus it runs 
„ LoRD, I have only one reaſon 
hy I would wiſh to live. Suffer 
me ſo to do, I moſt humbly be- 
 «ſeech thee, yet a little while, till 
0 mine eyes ſhall behold the ſucceſs 
* of my undertaking to overthrow, 
by my metaphyſics, the faith which 


"4 


DR. ADAM SMITH. 11 
* thy son deſcended from heaven 
« to plant, and to root out the know- 
« ledge and the love of thee from the 
ce earth.“ 1 
Here are no rhetorical figures, no 


huyperboles or exaggerations. The 
matter is even ſo. I appeal, in the 


face of the world, Sir, to yourſelf, 


and to every man, who can read and 
underſtand the writings of Mr. Hunt, 
whether this be not, in plain, honeſt 
Engliſh, the drift of his philoſophy as 
it is called; for the propagation of 


which alone he wiſhed to live; and 


concerning which you are pleaſed to 
ſay coolly, © men will judge variouſly, 

_ © every one approving or condemning 
te theſe opinions, according as they 
« happened to coincide, or diſagree 

„ with his own *.“ Our thoughts are 


very naturally carried back, upon this 


Es * LIFE, &C. P · 59 * 
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occaſion, to the author of the fr | 
philoſophy, who likewiſe engaged to 
open the eyes of the Public He did fo; 
but the only diſcovery they fouud 
themſelves able to make, was,—that 
that they were NAKED. 
You talk much, Sir, of our philo- 
ſopher's gentleneſs of manners, good 
nature, compaſſion, generoſity, charity. 
Alas, Sir, whither were they all fled 
when he ſo often ſate down calmly 
and deliberately to obliterate from 
the hearts of the human ſpecies every 
trace of the knowlege of cop and his 
diſpenſations; all faith in his kind 
providence, and fatherly protection; 
all hope of enjoying his grace and 
favour, here, or hereafter; all love 
of him, and of their brethren for his 
ſake; all the patience under tribula- 
tion, all the comforts, in time of ſor- 
row derived ſrom theſe fruitful and 
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perennial ſources? Did a good man 
think himſelf able, by the force of 


metaphyſic incantation, in a moment, 


to blot the ſun out of heaven, and 


dry up every fountain upon carth, 
would he attempt to do it ?—TuLLY 


had but a faint glimpſe of the coun- 


try towards which we are all tra- 


velling; yet ſo pleaſing was any the 


moſt imperfect and ſhadowy proſpect 
into futurity, that TvLLyY declared, 


no man ſhould raviſh it from him“. 
And ſurely, TULLY was a philoſopher, 
as well as HUME. O had he ſeen the 
light which ſhone upon num, he 

would not have cloſed his eyes againſt 
it; had the ſame cup been offered to 
him, he would not have daihed 1 it un- 


taſted from him! 


. Quod ſi in hoc erro, quod: animos | homi- 
num immortales eſſe credam, libenter erro; 


nec mihi hunc errorem, quo delector, dum 5 


vivo, extorqueri volo, DE SENECTUTE, ad Fin, 
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14 ALETTER: TO: 

« Perhaps our modern ſceptics are 
cc ignorant, that without the belief of 
© a 60D, and the hope of immortality, 
« the miſeries of human life would 
ce often be inſupportable. But can I 
« ſuppoſe them in a ſtate of total and 
ce invincible ſtupidity, utter ſtrangers 
n to the human heart, and to human 
<« affairs? Sure, they would not thank 
< me for ſuch a ſuppoſition. Vet this 
« I muſt ſuppoſe, or I muſt believe 
« them to be the moſt cruel, the 
e moſt perfidious, and the moſt 
« profligate of men. Careſſed by 
< thoſe who call themſelves the great, 
e jngroſſed by the formalities of life, 
ce jntoxicated with vanity, pampered 

ce with adulation, diſſipated in the tu- 
« mult of buſineſs, or amidſt the vi- 

c ciſſitudes of folly, they perhaps 

c have little need and little reliſh for 

© the conſolations of religion. But 


DR. ADAM SMITH. 1; 


e Jet them know, that in the ſolitary 
« ſcenes of life, there is many an 


ce honeſt and tender heart pining 
« with incurable anguiſh, pierced 


with the ſharpeſt ſting of diſap- 


c pointment, bereft of friends, chilled 
« with poverty, racked with diſeaſe, 
« ſcourged by the oppreſſor , whom 


ce nothing but truſt in Providence, 
and the hope of a future retribu- 
ce tion could preſerve from the ago- 


« nies of deſpair. And do they, with 
ce ſacrilegious hands, attempt to vio- 
« late this laſt refuge of the miſera- 
ce ble, and to rob them of the only 


c comfort that had ſurvived the ra- 


ce yages of misfortune, malice, and 
< tyranny ? Did it ever happen, that 


c the influence of their execrable te- 
« nets diſturbed the tranquillity of 


s virtuous retirement, deepened the 
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« vated the horrors of the grave 
e Is it poſſible, that this may have 
happened in many inſtances? Is it 
« probable, that this hath happened 
in one ſingle inſtance ?—Ye traytors 
« to human kind, ye murderers of 
« the human ſoul, how can ye an- 
« ſwer for it to your own hearts! 
« Surely, every ſpark of your gene- 
« roſity is extinguiſhed for ever, if 
« this conſideration do not awaken in 
c you the keeneſt remorſe, and make 
c you with in bitterneſs of ſoul But 
« ] remonſtrate in vain. All this muſt 
« have often occurred to you, and 
ee been as often rejected, as utterly fri- 
« volous. Could I inforce the pre- 
« ſent topic by an appeal to your va- 
« nity, I might poſſibly make ſome 
« jmpreſſion. But to plead with you 

« on the principles of BENEVOLENCE, 

or GENEROSITY, is to addreſs you 


Da. ADAM SMITH. 17 


ein a language ye do not, or will not, 


« underſtand; and as to the ſhame of 


e being convicted of abſurdity, igno- 
* rance, or want candour, ye have 


« long ago proved yourſelves ſuperior 
cc to the ſenſe of it. But let not the 
6 lovers of truth be diſcouraged. 


« Atheiſm cannot be of long conti- 


© nuance, nor is there much danger 


« of it's becoming univerſal. The 


re influence of ſome conſpicuous cha- 
« racters hath brought it too much into 


« faſhion; which, in a thoughtleſs 


« and profligate age, it is no difficult 
« matter to accompliſh. But when 


c men have retrieved the powers of 


« ſerious reflection, they will find it 


"8 a frightful phantom ; and the mind | 


« will return gladly and eagerly to 
ce it's old endearments. One thing 


c ve certainly know; the faſhion of 
e ſceptical and metaphyſical ſyſtems 


ce 
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40 paſſeth away. Thoſe unnatural pro- 
cc ductions, the vile effuſion of a hard 
« and ſtupid heart, that miſtakes it's 
on reſtleſſneſs for the activity of 
e genius, and it's own captiouſneſs 
e for ſagacity of underſtanding, may, 
like other monſters, pleaſe awhile 
« by their ſingularity ; but the charm 


e js ſoon over; and the ſucceeding 


age will be aſtoniſhed to hear, that 
« their fore-fathers were deluded, 
« or amuſed, with ſuch fooleries.” 
You, Sir, have read the preceeding 
paragraph before; but this Letter 
may come into the hands of many, 
who have not. It is the alarum bell 
to the admirers of Mr. num; and 
| Hould be rung in their ears till ſuc- : 
ceeded by the laſt trumpet. 
And now, Sir, will you give me 
leave to aſk you a few queſtions ? 
Why all this hurry and buſtle, this 
_ eagerneſs to gratify the pretended | 
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« impatience of the Public *, and 
ſatisfy it, that our philoſopher lived 
and died perfectly compoſed and eaſy ? 
Was there, then, any ſuſpicion, in 
SCOTLAND, that he might not, at 
times, be quite ſo compoſed and eaſy 
as he ſhould have been? Was there 
any particular Book ever written 
_ againſt him, that ſhook his ſyſtem to 
pieces about his ears, and reduced it 
to a heap of ruins, the ſucceſs and 
eclat of which might be ſuppoſed to 
have hurt his mind, and to have af- 
fected his health? Was there any 
AUTHOR, Whoſe name his friends ne- 
ver dared to mention before him, and 
warned all ſtrangers that were intro- 
duced to him, againſt doing it, be- 
cauſe he never failed, when by any 
accident it was done, to fly out into 


* Preface to LIFE, &Cc, 
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a tranſport of paſſion and ſwearing *?_ 


Was it deemed neceſſary, or expedi- 


ent, on this account, that he ſhould. 


repreſent himſelf, and that you ſhould 
repreſent him, to have been perfectly 
| ſecure of the growth and increaſe of 


his philoſophic reputation, as if no 
book had been written, which had 


„ Was a man of mild diſpoſitions, of 
* command of temper, little ſuſceptible of en- 
* mity and of great moderation in all my paſ- 


« ftons, Even my love of literary fame, my 


e ruling paſſion, never ſowered my temper,” 
| LIFE, p. 32, Yet even by what is ſaid of the 


Reverends and Right Reverends — Biſhop 


WARBURTON, Biſhop ux, the Zealots (that 
is, the Chriſtian:) and of the reſolution once 
taken to change his name and to ſettle in 

France,“ becauſe his writings did not meet 
with ſufficient encouragement—by theſe cir- 
cumſtances, I ſay, there ſeems to have been 
| ſomething of the irritable in his conſtitution, 


Vat theſe are trifles. My quarry lies not this 
way, at preſent. I fly at nobler game. The 
atrocious wickedneſs of diffuſing atheiſm 
through the land, is a e which concerns 


= ny my 
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impaired it; it having been judged 


much eaſter to diſſemble the fall of 


' DAGON than to ſet him upon his ftumps 


again? I am a South Briton, and, con- 


ſequently, not acquainted with what 
paſſes ſo far in the oppoſite quarter. 

| You, Sir, can inform us how theſe 
things are; and likewiſe, when the 
great work of benevolence and charity, 
of wiſdom and virtue, ſhall be crowned 


by the publication of a treatiſe de- 
ſigned to prove the souL's MoRTa- 


LITY, and another, to juſtify and re- 
commend SELF MURDER ; for which, 
\ without doubt, the preſent and every 

future age will bleſs the name of 

the gentle and amiable author. | 


Upon the whole, Doctor, your 


meaning is good; but I think you 
will not ſucceed, this time, You | 
would perſuade us, by the example 


of DAVID HUME 5 that atheiſm 1 13 
e 15 
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the only cordial for low ſpirits, and 
the proper antidote againſt the fear 
of death. But ſurely, he who can 


reflect, with complacency, on a 


friend thus miſemploying his talents 
in his life, and then amuſing himſelf 
with LUCIAN, WHIST, and CHARON, 


at his death, may ſmile over BABYLON 


in ruins; eſteem the earthquake, 


which deſtroyed LIsBOx, an agreeable 


occurrence and congratulate the har- 

dened PHARAOH, on his overthrow in 

the Red ſea. Drollery, in ſuch circum- 

ſtances, is neither more nor leſs than 

Moody madneſs, laughing wild, 
Amid ſevereſt woe, 

Would we know the baneful and peſ- 


— tilential influences of falſe philoſophy 


on the human heart? We need only 


contemplate them in this moſt de- 


Plorable inſtance of Mr. HUME, 


Theſe ſayings, Sir, may appear 


| harſh; but "oo are mel And if 


Ds. ADAM SMITH. 23 


_ departed ſpirits have any knowledge 


of what 1s paſſing upon earth, that 
perſon will be regarded by your friend 
as rendering him the trueſt ſervices, 


who, by energy of expreſſion, and 


warmth of exhortation, ſhall moſt 


contribute to prevent his writings 
from producing thoſe effects upon 


mankind, which he no longer wiſhes 


they ſhould produce. Let no man 


deceive himſelf or be deceived by 


others. It is the voice of eternal 
TRUTH, which crieth aloud, and ſaith 
to you, Sir, and to me, and to all 
the world He that believeth on the Son, 


hath everlaſting life ; and he that be- 


| lieveth not the Son, ſhall not ſee life; 


but the wrath of God abideth on bim. 
By way of contraſt to the beha- 


Ls viour of Mr. yums, at the cloſe of a 
le, paſſed without cop in the world, 


jon iii. 36. 
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permit me, Sir, to lay before your- 


ſelf, and the Public, the laſt ſenti- 
ments of the truly learned, judicious, 


and admirable Hooker, who had 
ſpent his days in the ſervice of his 


Maker and Redeemer. 
Alfter this manner, therefore, fake 


5 the author of the Eccleſiaſtical Polity, 


immediately before he expired — 


«I have lived to ſee, that this 


« world is made up of perturbations ; 


and I have been long preparing to 
4 leave it, and gathering comfort for 
« the dreadful hour of making my 


« account with coD, which I now 


s apprehend to be near. And though 
I have, by his grace, loved him in 
my youth, and feared him in mine 

« age, and laboured to have a con- 
_ « ſcience void of offence, towards 
him, and towards all men; yet, if 
« thou, Lord, ſhouldeſt be extreme 
WW mark what I have done amiſs, 
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« who can abide it? And therefore, 


where I have failed, Lord, ſhew 


« mercy to me; for I plead not my 
e righteouſneſs, but the forgiveneſs 
« of my unrighteouſneſs, through 


His merits, who died to purchaſe 
* pardon for penitent ſinners. And 


ec ſince I owe thee a death, Lord, let it 
« not be terrible, and then take thine 
C n time; I ſubmit to it. Let not 


mine, O Lord, but thy will be 


« done Io hath heard my daily 


« petitions; for I am at peace with 
ball men, and he is at peace with 
c me. From ſuch bleſſed aſſurance 1 


« feel that inward joy, which this 
« world can neither give, nor take 
« from me. My conſcience beareth 


e me this witneſs; and this witneſs 


© makes the thoughts of death joy- 


ee ful. I could wiſh to live, to do the 
66 church more ſervice; but cannot 3 
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te hope it; for my days are paſt, as a 
cc ſhadow that returns not.” 


His worthy Biographer adds— 
« More he would have ſpoken, but 


© his ſpirits failed him; and, after a 
« ſhort conflict between nature and 


ce death, a quiet ſigh put a period to 
ce his laſt breath, and ſo, he fell aſleep 
« And now he ſeems to reſt like 


Lazarus in Abraham's boſom. Let 


ce me here draw his curtain, till, with 


ce the moſt glorious company of the 


« Patriarchs and Apoſtles, and the 


« moſt noble army of Martyrs and 


cc Confeſſors, this moſt learned, moſt 


ec humble, moſt holy man ſhall alſo 
awake to receive an eternal tran- 
* quillity, and with it a greater de- 
e gree of glory, than common Chriſ- 
e tians ſhall be made partakers of.“ 


Doctor sMITH, when the hour of 


his departure hence ſhall arrive, will 
copy the example of the BELIEVER, or 


— 
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1 INFIDEL, as it hketh him beſt. 1 
muſt freely own, I have no opinion 
of that reader's head, or heart, who 


| will not exclaim, as I find myſelf 
1 bliged to do— 
| _ obliged to do 
1} Let was die the death of the Rights, 
| | 175 and let MY laſt end be like his! 
I am, Sir, | 
| | | Your very ſincere 
{ Well-wiſher, and 
| | | > Humble Servant, 


|. Oneof the People called CHRISTIANS. 


POSTSCRIPT. 
8 As it is poſſible, Sir, nay, proba- 
I! ble, that this little tract, becauſe it is 
a little one, may be peruſed by many, 
who have not leiſure or inclination to 
go through large volumes, and yet L 
wiſh to know what Mr. nume's philo- 
ſophical ſyſtem is; I ſhall here ſubjoin 
a ſhort but comprehenſive ſummary 15 
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of the doctrines which compoſe it, 
drawn up ſome few years ago, by a 
learned gentleman, for his amuſement, 
with proper references to thoſe parts 
of our philoſophers works, where 
ſuch doctrines were to be found. And 


though I never heard, the compiler 


had the thanks of Mr. ume for ſo 
doing, yet neither could I ever find, 


that he or his friends diſputed the fi- 


delity and accuracy with which 1 it was 
done“. 


A SUMMARY Or MR. HUME'S DOC- 
| TRINES, METAPHYSICAL AND 


MORAL. YI 


That the ſoul of man is not the 

ſame this moment, that it was the 
laſt ; that we know not what it is; 
that it is not one, but many things 5 
and that 1 it is nothing . 


d dee Dr. BEATTIE s Eſſay on Truth, PartII. 5 
Ch. . Ses. 1, and Part III. . . e 


PUSTSICRIP:T, 29 
That in this ſoul is the agency of 
all the cauſes that operate throughout 
the ſenſible creation ; and yet that in 
this ſoul there is neither power nor 


agency, nor any idea of either. 


That matter and motion may often 


be regarded as the cauſe of thought. 


op THE UNIVERSE. 

That the external world does not 
exiſt, or at leaſt, that it's exiſtence 
may reaſonably be doubted. 

That the univerſe exiſts in the mind, 


and that the mind does not exiſt. 


That the univerſe is nothing but a 


heap of perceptions, without a ſub- 8 
ſtance. 


That thinieh a man could bring 


himſelf to believe, yea, and have rea- 
ſon to believe, that every thing in the 
univerſe proceeds from ſome cauſe ; 
yet it would be unreaſonable for him 
to believe, that the univerſe itſelf pro- 
ceeds from a cauſe, | „ 
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OF HUMAN KNOWLEGE: 
That the perfection of human 
knowlege is to doubt. 
That we ought to doubt of every 


thing, yea, of our doubts themſelves, 
and therefore, the utmoſt that philo- 
ſophy can do, is to give us a doubtful 
ſolution of doubtful doubts *. 
That the human underſtanding, 
| acting alone, does entirely ſubvert 
itſelf, and prove by argument, that 
by argument nothing can be proved. 


That man, in all his perceptions, 


actions and volitions, is a mere paſſive 
machine, and has no ſeparate exiſtence 
ol his own, being entirely made up 
of other things, of the exiſtence of 
which he is by no means certain; and 
yet, that the nature of all things de- 


The fourth ſection of Mr. nuwe's Eſſays 


on the Human Underſtanding, is called, Sceptical 
on doubts concerning the operations of the human un- 
_ &erſtanding ; and the fifth ſection bears this 


title, Sceptical Jilation of 40 an. : 
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pends ſo much upon man, that two 


and two. could not be equal to four, 


nor fire produce heat, nor the ſun 
light, without an act of the human 
underſtanding. 


or 60D. 
That it is unreaſonable to believe 
GoD to be infinitely wiſe and good, 


while there is any evil or diforder in 
the univerſe. : 


That we have no 850d reaſon to 


think che univerſe proceeds from a f 
cauſe. 


That as the exiſtence of e's exter- 


nal world is queſtionable, we are at a 


loſs to find arguments by which we 


may prove the exiſtence of the Su- 
preme Being, or any of his attributes. 


That when we ſpeak of Power, as 


an attribute of any being, cop him- 
ſelf not excepted, we uſe words with- 
: out meaning. 
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That we can form no idea of power, 


nor of any being endued with power, 


much leſs of one endued with infinite 
power ; and that we can never have 
reaſon to believe, that any object, 


or quality of any object exiſts, of 
which we cannot form an idea “. 


oF THE MORALITY OF HUMAN 1 
AcrloN S. 


That every human action is necels 1 


ny and could not have been diffe- 
9 rent from what it is. 


That moral, intellectual, and cor- 


poreal virtues are nearly of the ſame 
kind In other words, that to want 


honeſty and to want underſtanding, 


FT he poor prodigal Gentile, in the parable, 
was hardly reduced to feed upon uch nuskxs 
as theſe. How good and how joyful a thing 
muſt it be, for one, that has been ſo reduced, 
do return to the houſe of his heavenly Father, 
where there is bread enough and to ſpare—to 
know the only true cob, and Is ane 
whom * hath . 4 | ; 
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and to want a leg, are equally the 
objects of moral diſapprobation., = 
That adultery muſt be practiſed, if 
men would obtain all the advantages 
of life ; that, if generally practiſed, it 
would in time ceaſe to be ſcandalous; 
and that, if practiſed ſecretly and fre- 
quently, it would by degrees come 
to be thought no crime at all. 
Laſtly, as the ſoul of man, accord- 
ing to Mr. nun, becomes every 
moment a different being, the con- 
ſequence muſt be, that the crimes 
committed by him at one time, can- 
not be imputable to him at another.“ 
I believe, Doctor smITH, the rea- 
der is now fully prepared to enter into 
the ſpirit of your concluding ſentence, 5 
wich therefore ſhall be mine. 


* cc My E nquiry concerning the P reaciples of 

% Moral: is of all my writings, hiftorical, phi- 
* loſophical, or literary, Lens aan the 
52 * 2181.“ L122, p · 16. 
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« guns, both in his life-time, and 
** fince his death, as approaching as | 
nearly to the idea of a PERFECTLY | 
e SE AND VIETUOUS Man, as per- 


44 POSTSCRIPP. ; | 
ce 1 have always conſidered My 
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